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the shire gave an eleventh, the cities and boroughs a seventh.
With the clergy there were difficulties. The Archbishop of
Canterbury offered a tenth, the king demanded a third, or at
least a fourth. The archbishop, however, held out, and the
king, after debating the matter for nearly a month, accepted
a tenth on the 8th of December. This is perhaps the first case
in which we find the three several interests taxing themselves
in different proportions; for the statement in the Flores
Historiarum, that in 1294 the towns were taxed a sixth penny,
is not borne out by the records of the kingdom, which mention
only the tenth. This is not conclusive, of course, against his
assertion ; but it is difficult to see how the tax of the sixth
penny could have been imposed by an assembly in which the
payers were not represented, unless it were by way of tallage.
The knights of the shire in 1294 might be understood to
represent the towns and cities in their shires, but if so, they
would naturally subject all their constituents to the same rate
of taxation. No laws were made, and the Rolls of Parliament
contain no details of judicial business done at this meeting.

The same year, on the I5th of July, the Archbishop of
Canterbury held a council of the bishops of the province at
the New Temple, to which the lower clergy were not invited.

No. I.   Summons of the Archbishop to a Great Council.

EDWARDUS etc. venerabili in Christo patri Roberto eadem
gratia Cantuariensi archiepiscopo, totius Angliae primati, salu-
tem. Quia super quibusdam arduis negotiis nos et regnum
nostrum ac vos ceterosque praelatos de eodem regno tangen-
tibus, quae sine vestra et eorum praesentia nolumus expediri,
parliamentum nostrum tenere et vobiscum super hiis collo-
quium habere volumus et tractatum : vobis mandamus, in
fide et dilectione quibus nobis tenemini firmiter injungentes
quatenus sitis ad nos apud Westmonasterium primo die mensis
August! proximo futuro, yel saltern infra tertium diem subse-
quent em ad ultimum, nobiscum super dictis negotiis tractaturi
et vestrum consilium impensuri. Et hoc nullo modo pmittatis,
Teste me ipso apud Album Monasterium XXIIIL die JuniL '